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CHINA BIBLE HOUSE 


Following the reorganization of the China Bible House, as reported in the Bulletin for last 
November 7, the office correspondence files were evidently made the object of a very detailed 
scrutiny for the purpose of finding evidence of imperialistic activity. The results of this investi- 
gation were published in a series of articles in Tien Feng. The second and third articles, pub- 
lished October 31 and November 14, deal with Carleton Lacy and Ralph Mortensen respectively, 
so I should judge that the first article dealt with Bible Society activities before Carleton Lacy’s 
appointment as Secretary. 


In these two articles at hand, the bark seems to be much worse than the bite. Each begins : 
with a general paragraph accusing Lacy and Mortensen respectively of being imperialist agents : 
under the cloak of the sacred work of distributing Bibles, but the detailed quotations from the 

spondence which follow these paragraphs seem rather irrelevant, to say the least. Article 

o begins as follows: 


**Carleton Lacy was an American who lived as a boy in Foochow and spoke Chinese very 
well, In 1g2!1 he became Secretary of the American Bible Society for China, with office in 
Shanghai. He worked hard for the union of the three Bible Societies, and finally in 1937 the 
American and British societies were united, and Mr. Lacy became the first Secretary of the 
combined society. On the face of things Mr. Lacy seemed like an amiable and kindly mission- 
ary, and he gained the affection of many of his Chinese co-workers, But in reality he was an 
imperialist agent working under the cloak of religion. The following quotations from his corre- : 
spondence reveal his real nature,*’ 


The quotations which follow seem innocuous enough. For example, on June 5, 1925, he 
wrote to ABS Secretary Haven about the riots in Shanghai in which the police fired on some 
students: ‘‘Many missionaries refuse to express a judgment on this matter; others think that the | 
police action was the only way to avert chaos and anarchy.’’ In 1937 Mr. Lacy arranged for 
an independent missionary named Robert Holder to make a trip through Sikang for the purpose 
of making arrangements for the distribution of Bibles. This the article declares was just a blind, 
the real purpose was to spy out the land. The chief evidence for this interpretation consists in a 
couple of maps which Holder happened to include with the reports he sent to Lacy. Both maps 
are reproduced in the article, and there is no classified information on either of them, nothing 
more than can be found in any school atlas, but in Communist psychology the possession of any 
map of China by any foreigner is proof of subversive intentions. 


The article about Mortensen follows the same pattern. Here, since the period covered is 
that of the rise of Communists to power, it was possible to find in his correspondence more 
**incriminating’’ statements, They point out that on January 17, 1949, he wrote to Gilbert 
Darlington, **Thtre does seem to be something to the plan of making Taiwan an armed fortress, 
so that, even if the rest of China falls to the Communists, a small remnant may continue to 
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resist from this island.’’ On May 10, 1949, he sent Secretary Platt in London a map of chinn® 
showing the eight military and administrative sub-divisions of the country, This again was 


public knowledge at that time. 


The writer states that after April, 1951, when the Government called a meeting on how 
to deal with institutions which have been receiving help from abroad, Mortensen realized that 
he could stay no longer in China, and so he burned up a great deal of the secret correspondence, 
But even so, there was enough left for them to be able to present what they considered a case 


against him. 


This article ends with ‘*To be continued", so there is undoubtedly a fourth article dealing 
with the period of Baen Lee as Secretary, This should be in the November 28 number, which 


we have not yet seen, 


THE PEKING CONFERENCE 
Officially present at this Conference were 269 persons, grouped as follows: 
Standing Committee (for personnel see Bulletins of October 18, 1954 and 


January 10, 1955) 4l 
Delegates 96 
Officially invited visitors 112 
Secretarial staff 20 


Total 269 


The 208 delegates and visitors came from the different cities and provinces as follows: 


Shanghai 33 Peking 24 Tientsin 7 Hopeh 4 
Liaoning “ Kirin 2 Heilungkiang 4 Shensi 8 
Kansu 2 Shantung 10 Kiangsu 13 Anhwei 4 
Chekiang 12 Fukien Honan 5 Hupeh 
Hunan 6 Kiangsi 5 K wangtung 13 K wangsi - 
Szechuan 10 Kweichow 2 Yunnan 3 Inner Mongolia 5 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Recent deaths among former missionaries include: Miss Helen Y. M. McCoy, formerly in 
Ginling College, in Chicago in December; Miss Alice Boring, formerly in Yenching University, 
last September in Cambridge, Mass. 


Rev. Gustav Nystrom, former Swedish Covenant Missionary in China, after his recent trip 
to Peking with Bishop Rajah Manikam, was interviewed in Hong Kong on April 16, after his 
return from the mainland. In general, he said, conditions in China for Christians were good. 
He appealed to Christians to leave off criticism for the time being, as outside church workers 
don’t know the problems church workers in China face. When Catholics in Hong Kong asked 
him why so many Catholic priests and laymen were being arrested, he answered, ‘‘It may be 
they lean too much to Rome.” 


CHURCH NEWS 


The Chiangtao Methodist Church in Ch'angshu, Kiangsu, Yang Ming-yuan pastor, held a 
thanksgiving service on November 13, 1955, in which 154 families contributed money and 
produce to a total value of $84.79. This, the account notes, was a three eighths increase over 
the preceding year. Similarly the Meihsien Baptist Church in Kwangtung held a thanksgiving 
service on November 27, in which produce to a total of $56 was contributed. 


St. John’s Episcopal Church in Kweiling has raised money for extensive repairs, The actual 


repair work began last November. 


The Episcopal Church in Shangch’iu, Honan, baptized twenty persons on November 13, 
1955. 
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Last August we reported the establishment of an occasional bulletin put out by the central 
mmittee of the Episcopal Church in China, under the name of Sacred Work, Evidently at 
least four numbers of it were published in 1955, for Tien Feng in its January 9, 1956, number 

quotes an article about Trinity Cathedral, Shanghai, from the fourth number of Sacred Work. 
This article tells the history of the Cathedral, In 1953, when the British could not pay the 
taxes, it was turned over to the Government, the Government turned it over to the Three Self 
Committee for continued church use, and this Committee turned it over to the Episcopal 
Church, The Cathedral was then made the national center of the Church, under the direct 
supervision of the Presiding Bishop. However, the major repair needs that had accumulated 
were beyond the power of the Episcopal Church to handle, and so they appealed to the Govern- 
ment for help, and received a grant of $60,000 besides the active assistance of several munici- 
pal organs, Thus these extensive repairs have now been completed, 


A four-page article in Tien Feng for October 31, 1955, attacks.Ljn Hsien-kao and party, 
chiefly Wang Kuo-hsien, who are described as followers of Wang Ming-tao, Lin Hsien-kao was 
a pastor in Canton, evidently of a rather literalistic and millenial type of thinking, for he is 
said to have predicted the outbreak of the third world war, first for a date in 1952 and then for 
one in 1953. Among the subversive utterances he is reported to have made, one concerns dis- 
crimination against Christian students, In 1954 he told a number of Christian students who had 
failed in college entrance examinations that nowadays Christian students could not expect to go 
on to college, because they are the children of God, who are displeasing to the devil. He also 
told them that the Shanghai Conservatory of Music definitely refused to accept Christian stu- 
dents. Wang Ming-hsien is accused of using the name of the Border Mission to gather informa- 
tion about the interior, information which was then sent to Hong Kong. Lin Hsien-kao is said 
to have used the name of Babylon repeatedly to refer to New China, His church and Wang 
Ming-tao’s church in Peking, and probably also others, organized young people into what they 
called Daniel Bands, and this very name was an offense to the Three Self Patriotic Group, who 
saw in it the implication that a martyr-like resistance had become necessary for faithful Chris- 


tians, 


YU The widespread opposition to the imprisonment of Wang Ming-tao is taken note of in an 


editorial in the October 31 Tien Feng entitled; Wipe Out the Counter-revolutionary Influence 
of Wang Ming-tao. In the denunciation meetings held in various parts of the country under the 
auspices of the Three Self Movement, this opposition expressed itself quite insistently, so that 
the editor feels it necessary to reply to some of the points. He groups the objections under three 
heads, First, Wang Ming-tao had neither gun nor sword, how could he be called a counter- 
revolutionary? Answer; Counter-revolution and treason can be by word as well as by overt 
action, Second, Wang Ming-tao’s faith is good and correct, why should he be punished? An- 
swer: A tree is known by its fruits, if his faith produces such fruits, how can it be good? Third, 
he lived a holy and blameless life. Answer: Apparently that is so, but really he did not treat 
his fellow workers well. Although he had several tens of thousands of dollars in the bank, he 


_ refused to give them an adequate living wage. This last point is made in very general terms, 


so that I doubt if the editor had any facts to back it up with. 


The Hsinghua Baptist Church in Canton has a new church building on East Hweifu Road. 
The old building on Shui Mu Wang Road was torn down, and as much of the material as could 
be salvaged was used in the new one, In addition they spent 260 million (old currency) and 
finally the new building was completed and dedicated on October 11, 1953. Since then their 
work has been progressing satisfactorily, with from 250 to 300 in the congregation each Sunday, 
180 in the Sunday School, and a busy program of other church activities. A picture of the 
church is given in the November 14 Tien Feng. It is a very attractive looking structure. 


A full page in the November 14 Tien Feng is given to a report by a Hungarian bishop of the 
Evanston meeting of the World Council of Churches, He lays particular stress on the way in 
which he was hounded by police and State Department all the time he was in the United States, 
and how relieved he was to get back to the free air of Hungary! 


The November 14 Tien Feng gives a long list of church people who have written to the 

or approving of the punishment given to Wang Ming-tao. Many of them are well.known 
nalities, such as Methodist Bishop Z. T. Kaung, Executive Secretary of the Methodist 
Central Conference George Wu, Nanking Seminary faculty members Andrew Cheng, Ting Yu- 
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